WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Tuesday, 4 March 2025

Tel: 01993 861000
e-mail: democratic.services@westoxon.gov.uk

EXECUTIVE

You are summoned to a meeting of the Executive which will be held in Village Hall (Bampton) -
Bampton Village Hall, Market Square, Bampton, OX18 2JH on Wednesday, 12 March 2025 at 2.00
pm.

Giles Hughes
Chief Executive
To: Members of the Executive

Councillors: Andy Graham, Duncan Enright, Lidia Arciszewska, Hugo Ashton, Rachel Crouch,
Andrew Prosser, Geoff Saul, Alaric Smith and Tim Sumner

Recording of Proceedings — The law allows the public proceedings of Council, Executive, and
Committee Meetings to be recorded, which includes filming as well as audio-recording.
Photography is also permitted. By participating in this meeting, you are consenting to be filmed.

As a matter of courtesy, if you intend to record any part of the proceedings please let the
Democratic Services officers know prior to the start of the meeting.

West Oxfordshire District Council, Council Offices, Woodgreen, Witney, OX28 INB
www.westoxon.gov.uk Tel: 01993 861000
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AGENDA

Apologies for Absence
To receive any apologies for absence from Members of the Executive. The quorum for
the Executive is 3 Members.

Declarations of Interest
To receive any declarations of interest from members of the Executive on any items to
be considered at the meeting.

Minutes of Previous Meeting (Pages 7 - 14)
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 12 February.

Receipt of Announcements
To receive any announcements from the Leader of the Council, Members of the
Executive or the Chief Executive.

Participation of the Public

Any member of the public, who is a registered elector in the District, is eligible to ask
one question at the meeting, for up to three minutes, of the Leader of the Council, or
any Member of the Executive on any issue that affects the district or its people.

Notice, together with a written copy of the question, must be provided to Democratic
Services, either by email to:

democratic.services@westoxon.gov.uk
or by post to:

Democratic Services, West Oxfordshire District Council, Woodgreen, Witney OX28
INB.

Questions are to be received no later than 2.00pm two clear working days before the
meeting (e.g. for a Wednesday meeting, the deadline would be 2.00pm on the Friday
before).

A response may be provided at the meeting, or within three clear working days
of the meeting. If the topic of the question is not within the remit of the Council, advice
will be provided on where best to direct the question.

The appropriate Executive Member will either respond verbally at the meeting or
provide a written response which will be included in the minutes of the meeting.

Reports from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee
To consider any reports or recommendations from the Overview and Scrutiny
Committee, which meets on 5 March.

Matters raised by Audit and Governance Committee
There has been no meeting of the Audit and Governance Committee since the last
meeting of the Executive.
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Publica Phase Two Transition Plan (Pages |5 - 42)

Purpose

To consider the Transition Plan, to note its contents and to approve the
recommendations therein.

Recommendations

That Executive resolves to Recommend to Full Council to:

I.  Approve the implementation of Phase 2 of the Publica Transition on the basis of the
Phase 2 Transition Plan.

2.  Delegate to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council the
decision to deal with any final detailed matters arising from the Phase 2 Transition
Plan.

3.  Delegate authority to the Director of Governance in liaison with the Leader to

update the Constitution by making any consequential changes required as a result
of Phase 2 of the Publica Transition.

4.  Agree carry out a budget re-basing for the 2026/7 financial year so that the funding
provided to Publica is proportionate to the services received.

Homeless Prevention Strategy 2025-2028 (Pages 43 - 72)

Purpose

To present a new Preventing Homelessness Strategy to support the councils statutory
duties towards those households facing homelessness.

Recommendation
That the Executive resolves to:
. Approve the implementation of the Preventing Homelessness Strategy 2025-2028.

Update on Funding for Homelessness and Rough Sleeping (Pages 73 - 84)

Purpose
To update Members on the allocation of funding to address Homelessness and Rough

Sleeping.

Recommendations

That the Executive resolves to:

I.  Note the ring-fenced grant conditions laid out in the MHCLG letter dated
December 2024.

2. Note the content of the report relating to the planned spending of this grant

funding.

Provision of an Empty Property Lending Scheme (Pages 85 - 96)

Purpose
To consider a loan provider for owners of long-term empty properties who need

financial support to bring their properties back into use.

Recommendations

That the Executive resolves to:

I.  Agree to partner with Lendology for the administration of loans subject to legal
agreements being implemented for an initial period of one year.

2. Agree that loans are for the sole purpose of bringing empty properties back into
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use.
3.  Delegate authority to the Director of Finance to approve the level at which
interest is to be set on a loan repayment.

That the Executive resolves to recommend to Full Council to:
4.  Approve a capital investment of £300,000 to create a lending pot.
5. Approve an initial set up fee of £30,125.

Oxfordshire Leaders' Joint Committee Terms of Reference (Pages 97 - 126)

Purpose

The new focus on devolution and the winding down of the Oxfordshire Housing and
Growth Deal have prompted a reset and change of name for the Future Oxfordshire
Partnership, and this report proposes corresponding amendments to the Terms of
Reference.

Recommendation
That the Executive resolves to:
. Approve the revised FOP Terms of Reference and Memorandum of

Understanding. These will take effect following approval by each of the six
Oxfordshire Authorities.

Community Grants - Westhive Review (Pages 127 - 142)

Purpose

A review of the Westhive Crowdfunding scheme to date and consideration of the
outcomes as detailed in the report.

Recommendation

That the Executive resolves to:

. Note the findings of the review on the Westhive Civic Crowdfunding scheme to
date and introduce the following enhancements to the Council’s approach to grant
giving:

i. Continue with the 3rd year of the Spacehive contract

ii. Consider the benefits and implications of CIF funding being made available on
the platform in 2025/2026

iii. Increase the maximum Council pledge to £12,000 or 75% of the project total,
whichever is less.

iv. Launch a small grant scheme to complement the Westhive programme in
consultation with Executive Member for Stronger, Healthy Communities.

Financial Performance Report 2024-25 Quarter Three (Pages 143 - 166)

Purpose
To detail the Council’s financial performance for Quarter Three 2024-2025

Recommendation

That the Executive resolves to:

l. Note the Council’s Financial Performance for Quarter Three 2024-2025

2. Delegate authority to the Director of Finance, in consultation with the Executive
Member for Finance, to review earmarked reserves to mitigate against the financial
risks identified in this report.




15. Service Performance Report 2024-25 Quarter Three (Pages 167 - 224)

Purpose
To provide details of the Council’s operational performance at the end of 2024-25

Quarter Three (Q3).

Recommendation
That the Executive resolves to:
I.  Note the 2024/25 Q3 service performance report.

16. West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2041 — Regulation |18 Pre-Submission Draft Consultation
(Pages 225 - 230)
Purpose
To provide an update on the emerging draft West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2041 including

the Regulation 18 ‘preferred options’ public consultation which is scheduled to begin in
May 2025.

Recommendations
That the Executive resolves to:
. Note the content of the report including the implications of the updated NPPF

published in December 2024 and the intention to defer consideration of the Local
Plan preferred option consultation paper until May 2025.

2. Agree that a minor addendum to the Council’s published Local Development
Scheme (LDS) — November 2024 be published to reflect the fact that the Local
Plan 2041 preferred options consultation paper will now be considered by the
Council’s Executive in May 2025 with public consultation to begin in late May 2025.

(END)



